
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY OF TREASURE 

5TH UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENT CONFERENCE 

#BLINGARCH  @UOC5TH 

 

  



Introduction 

Welcome to the 5th University of Chester Student Archaeology Conference, organised by final-year 
Archaeology students from the Department of History and Archaeology, University of Chester, and 
supported by Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Grosvenor Museum. 

Since 2016, single-honours level 6 students on the University of Chester’s Archaeology degree have 
organised and delivered a public day conference exploring archaeology in today’s world, including the 
politics of the past and public archaeology. These events combine student presentations with special 
guest lectures by experts in the field of public archaeology. 

The first event in April 2016 – ‘Dead Relevant? Mortuary Archaeology in Contemporary Society’ – 
considered digging up, displaying and writing about human remains and mortuary contexts in the 
contemporary world. This conference led to a published academic book which included student 

editors and student essays alongside work by heritage professionals and academics: The Public 

Archaeology of Death (Williams et al. 2019). 

The second student conference was in April 2017 – ‘ArchaeoEngage: Engaging Communities in 
Archaeology’ – and focused on community archaeology and public engagement via the real-world and 

digital media. This event has also led to a published proceedings – Public Archaeology: Arts of Engagement 
– involving a student editor a series of student-authored chapters (Williams et al. 2019). 

The third conference took place in December 2017 – ‘Digging into the Dark Ages’. This event evaluated 
the public archaeology of the early medieval period, due for publication in spring 2020 (Williams and 
Clarke forthcoming). 

Most recently, the fourth student conference took place in March 2019 – The Public Archaeology of 
Frontiers and Borderlands, addressing public engagement and politics in liminal spaces and regions of 
contestation past and present. As before, this is moving towards a publication, due for release in late 
2020/early 2021. 

Building on this precedent, this fifth conference tackles the public archaeology of treasure. Final-year 
archaeology students will present the results of their research, tackling key topics ranging including 
the repatriation process, the laws surrounding metal detecting and the public perception of treasure 
in the media. Archaeological research can provide perspectives and insights into how treasure is 
perceived, defined, represented, regulated and presented. Rather than being a conference exclusively 
about the study of treasure and archaeology, this event will tackle public and critical engagement with 
concepts of treasure. As such, speakers will interrogate the heritage and public archaeology of famous 
treasures such as the grave goods of Tutankhamun, the artefacts at the British Museum and the 
museum display and media frenzy coinciding with the publication of the ‘Prittlewell Prince’. Through 
the student talks, the guest lectures and the discussions today, we aim to lay the foundations for future 
debate and research regarding how treasure is treated and represented by archaeologists. 

For this fifth conference, we are experimenting with an additional activity: a Twitter conference on the 
morning of Saturday 1st February. Use the hashtag #blingarch and follow presentations and discussions 
on the conference theme from 09.30–11.30. 

 

Williams, H., Wills-Eve, B. and Osborne, J. (eds) 2019. The Public Archaeology of Death, Sheffield: Equinox. 
 
Williams, H., Pudney, C. and Ezzeldin, A (eds.) 2019. Public Archaeology: Arts of Engagement. Oxford: Archaeopress. 
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THE PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY OF TREASURE 
5TH UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENT CONFERENCE 

#BLINGARCH  @UOC5TH 31-01-2020 

Registration  09.00–09.25 

Welcome  09.25 

 

Session 1: Treasure Meanings and Treasure Discoveries 

Chair: Adam Andre 

09.30–09.40  

Defining Archaeological ‘Treasure’: What it Means to the Owner, the Archaeologist and the 
General Public 

Samuel Sheldon-Grove 

 

09.40–09.50  

Rusty Connections? How Archaeologists Keep Up with Metal Detectorists  

Jack Douglass 

 

09.50–10.10 Q&A 

 

Session 2: Tackling Heritage Crime and the Illicit Trade in Antiquities 
Chair: Jacob Adams 

10.10–10.20  

The Theft of Culture: A Critical Analysis of Heritage Crime and the Illicit Trade in Antiquities  

Jack Emery 

 

10.20–10.30  

The Heritage Crimes of ISIS and the Illicit Trade in Antiquities  

Alfie Brear  

 

10.30–10.40 Q&A 

 

Session 3: Debating the Repatriation of Cultural Treasures 
Chair: Alfie Brear 

10.40–10.50 

Boris Losing His Marbles? Politics, Political Leaders and their Effect on the Process of 
Repatriation  

Robert Yates 

 

10.50–11.00  

Who Really Cares about the Repatriation of ‘Treasures’? 

Adam Andre 

 

11.00–11.10 Q&A 



 
11.10–11.40 BREAK 

 

Session 4: Treasure & Treasure-Hunting in Fiction 
Chair: Jacob Adams 

11.40–11.50  

Romanticising the Archaeologist: Expectations vs Reality 

James Raine  

 

11.50–12.00  

‘Not all treasure is silver and gold, mate’: The Perception of Treasure in Popular Cinema 

Kayleigh Taylor 

 

12.00–12.10 Q&A 

 

Guest Speaker 
Chair: Adam Andre 

12.10–12.50 

A National Strategy for Treasure? 

Gail Boyle 

 

12.40–12.50 Q&A 

 

 
12.50–14.00 LUNCH 

 
 

Session 5: Treasure in the Media & Treasure Stories 
Chair: Jack Douglass 

14.00–14.10 

Sensationalising Treasure: Media Reports on UK Discoveries  

Jacob Adams 

 

14.10–14.20  

‘Yes. Wonderful Things’: Media Portrayal of Tombs as ‘Treasuries.’ 

Sophie Brown 

 

14.20–14.30  

Audio Bling: Beyond Vision in Reporting and Displaying Archaeological Treasures 

Edward Antrobus 

 

14.30–14.40 Q&A 

  



 

Guest Speaker 
Chair: Alfie Brear 

14.40–15.10  

A Field Guide to Finding Grave Goods  

Adam Daubney 

 

15.10–15.20 Q&A 

 

15.20–16.00  

Final Discussion and Close 

Led by Peter Reavill 

 

 

Saturday 1 February 2020  
Twitter Presentations and Debate, 09.30–11.30 

#blingarch 

 
09.30–09.45 

The Staffordshire Hoard Conservation Program - Pieta Greaves @PietaGreaves 

 

09.45–10.00 

Early Medieval Treasures: Strategies for Digital Engagement - Caitlin Green @caitlinrgreen 

 

10.00–10.15 

Cadburygate Revisited - Aisling Tierney @IrishAsh 

 

10.15–10.30 

Building Bridges between Archaeologists and Detectorists - Keith Westcott @detectorists_ 

 

10.30–10.45 

‘Yes. Wonderful Things’: Media Portrayals of Tombs as ‘Treasuries.’ - Sophie Brown @uoc5th 

 

10.45–11.00 

Destroy the Sutton Hoo ‘Treasure’! - Howard Williams @howardmrw 

 

11.00–11.15 

What is a ‘treasure’ in Finland? – Anna Wessman @HistArchChester 

 

11.15–11.30 

The Public Archaeology of Treasure: Reflections & Future Directions - Peter Reavill 
@PeterReavill  



Guest Speakers 
 

A National Strategy for Treasure? 

Gail Boyle 
This paper will explore the increasing number of challenges that regional museums face with regard to 
the effective engagement with, and participation in the acquisition of items designated as treasure. It 
will outline current work being undertaken, for example, at a national level by the PAS Museums 
Strategy Working Group and the Society for Museum Archaeology with regard to addressing gaps in 
curatorial knowledge, skills and understanding and re-enforcing the appropriate decision-making 
process. In doing so it will also suggest ways forward with regard to the creation of a national strategy 
for treasure. 
 
A Field Guide to Finding Grave Goods  

Adam Daubney 
The word 'Treasure' is often used to describe grave goods; journalists, movie-makers, and even some 
archaeologists talk fondly about priceless ancient bling buried with the anciently dead. In many 
countries grave goods are protected by law, but this isn't so much the case in England and Wales where 
artefacts can legally be sought, owned, and even sold on the antiquities market. This raises a tricky 
question: should grave goods have some sort of enhanced protection? 
 

 
 

Student Titles & Abstracts 
 
Defining Archaeological ‘Treasure’: What it Means to the Owner, the Archaeologist and the 
General Public 

Samuel Sheldon-Grove 
Archaeological ‘treasure’ is a highly subjective term, the meaning dependent on our own experiences 
and knowledge. Beyond legal definitions which vary between nations, ‘treasure’ has the capacity to 
define any artefact of significance to an individual. As far as archaeology is concerned, ‘treasure’ can be 
deployed in specific and practical ways, but also in interpretive fashions. Moreover, the public 
understanding of ‘treasure’ varies dependent on knowledge, ‘treasure’ can be personal or cultural, even 
both. Common values attributed to treasure include value and rarity, values common to the public and 
archaeologists. Equally, perceptions of treasure are often mired in capitalism, imperialism and the 
influence of media and popular culture representations. This presentation, with the help of 
archaeological case studies, will endeavour to define ‘treasure’ in new ways, and explore how we as 
archaeologists are able to redefine its public interpretation for the benefit of the discipline and societies 
past and present. 

 
Rusty Connections? How Archaeologists Keep Up with Metal Detectorists  
Jack Douglass 
Can programs such as the Portable Antiquities Scheme help bridge the gap between metal detectorists 
and archaeologists? Will these efforts help improve the fragile relationship between the two traditions 
of dealing with past material culture? This relates to both making discoveries recorded and accessible, 
but how we work together on specific research projects. Notably, at present few Universities have 
begun to implement ‘training schools’ for how metal detecting can be used to assist archaeological 
surveying of sites and to help with results and finds. Those that do exist remain experimental 
workshops and are mostly for archaeology students, not inclusive of recreational metal detectorists. 
This talk will examine both sides of the relationship in the UK, and investigate how mutually beneficial 
new initiatives can enhance dialogues and understanding between metal detectorists and 
archaeologists. 



The Theft of Culture: A Critical Analysis of Heritage Crime and the Illicit Trade in Antiquities  
Jack Emery 
Antiquities displacement through criminal enterprise is often complicated by many factors, including 
limitations on government legislation. However, while the legislative process continues to struggle, 
criminal activity in the heritage sector is still growing, rapidly. This paper reviews current strategies 
in tackling heritage crime and the illicit trade in antiquities in the UK. Specifically, I use available 
articles to investigate the challenges heritage crime brings to contemporary society. 
 
The Heritage Crimes of ISIS and the Illicit Trade in Antiquities  

Alfie Brear 
Times of conflict place cultural heritage at particular risk of looting. With the recent rise of ISIS (ISIL, 
Daesh) in Iraq and Syria is the most recent incarnation of this phenomenon. Many sites such as the 
3000-year-old statue from Tel Ajaja have been destroyed and many artefacts and valuable items were 
plundered. One point of important discussion is the debate on the illicit trade of the artefacts stolen by 
ISIS and their importance in funding the terrorist’s regime. Furthermore, many of the buyers of the 
illegal artefacts sold by ISIS are people from the west who are from the same countries at war with the 
terrorist organisation. This paper uses the ISIS trade in antiquities to shed light on this broader global 
situation. 
 
Boris Losing His Marbles? Politics, Political Leaders and their Effect on the Process of 
Repatriation  

Robert Yates 
The debate as to the ownership of certain historical artefacts is an ongoing issue in many Western 
countries with factions wishing to maintain their control of them and some wishing to give them back, 
none more so than the Elgin Marbles, a piece of the Greek Parthenon acquired by Britain in the early 
eighteen hundreds. With the ascension of Boris Johnson to the highest political office in the land last 
summer, the Greek effort to convince the British Museum to return the Elgin Marbles has been 
renewed. This is primarily due to Boris Johnson’s fascination with Ancient Greece, he read Classics at 
Oxford, has a bust of Pericles in his office at no 10 Downing Street and boasts how he can recite from 
memory the first 100 lines of the Iliad. With this change in leadership, the Greek government has once 
more attempted to return several of their claimed artefacts, primarily the Elgin Marbles. Using Boris 
Johnson and Greece as a case study, this presentation will explore the wider significance of how the 
individual personalities and perspectives of world leaders affect how the repatriation debate has 
evolved and progressed. 
 
Who Really Cares about the Repatriation of ‘Treasures’? 

Adam Andre 
The repatriation of cultural treasures on the surface is largely a moral issue of discussion affecting 
museums, and relating to colonial thievery, oppression and enduring imperialistic attitudes. However, 
this talk will tackle broader and subtler underpinning themes linking the debate on repatriation to 
global mass consumption of art and artefacts linked to tourism and cultural appropriation. 
 
Romanticising the Archaeologist: Expectations vs Reality 
James Raine 
Whether it’s Indiana Jones fighting Nazis after the Holy Grail on film (Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade, 1989) or Lara Croft traversing Aztec Tombs filled with gold in video games, the fictional 
portrayal of the archaeologist has long been one of danger, heroism and adventure. However, there are 
both idealistic and realistic archaeological concepts displayed throughout these fictional portrayals. 
This raises the question: can the actions of a fictional character actively change the public’s perception 
of archaeology? In particular, can ‘treasure’ as portrayed in fictional representations of archaeology hold 
constructive narratives beyond tomb raiders and monetary worth? This paper will discuss the 
potentially beneficial applications of a fictional portrayal and how one might hope to utilise it to 
improve the public understanding of archaeology research and practice.  



 
‘Not all treasure is silver and gold, mate’: The Perception of Treasure in Popular Cinema 

Kayleigh Taylor 
The term ‘treasure’ is often identified with gems and gold, or something of high value and it is up to the 
treasure hunters to aim to seek it. The following films will be used as case studies to tackle this topic. 
Popular cinema has released films such as National Treasure, Pirates of the Caribbean, Tomb Raider 
and the Goonies that associate with a variety of artefacts, gold objects and even skulls. However, 
questions arise when thinking about how depictions like this end up on the big screens, as treasure has 
many meanings beyond wealth and value. This talk will discuss and critique how archaeological 
treasures are portrayed in films and whether real ‘treasures’ have influenced their representation. 

 
Sensationalising Treasure: Media Reports on UK Discoveries  
Jacob Adams 
Archaeologists have concerns regarding the representation of archaeology and accuracy of information 
in the reporting of archaeological finds. The potential for the ‘dumbing down’ of information and 
possible exaggerated narratives portrayed in the media worries academics. A good relationship with 
the media has the potential for transforming the means of communication in archaeology and could 
allow for the discipline to engage with a more diverse public. Sensationalised content in media 
reporting draws interest, so if accurate facts as well as fascinating stories and headlines can be 
conveyed, the potential for interest in the discipline may grow and be very beneficial to archaeology as 
a subject. This article will look at sensationalised content in the media reporting of treasure and 
treasure finds, and how this sensationalism could affect the views of the public when it comes to 
treasure finds.  
 

‘Yes. Wonderful Things’: Media Portrayal of Tombs as ‘Treasuries.’ 

Sophie Brown 
The relationship between the media and ‘treasure’ has been a strenuous one. This talk explores the 
issues that the media raises by promoting tombs as ‘treasuries’ and the detrimental impact that may 
have on the sites and their ‘treasures’. The Tomb of Tutankhamun, the Tomb of Seti I and the Prittlewell 
Prince are exciting case studies, providing differing aspects of treasure/treasuries, as well as presenting 
a notable variation regarding the effects of media attention upon the sites. The differences within these 
case studies provides a thought-provoking discussion surrounding the necessary evil of media 
attention.   

 
Audio Bling: Beyond Vision in Reporting and Displaying Archaeological Treasures 

Edward Antrobus 
Public archaeology has used social media to promote attraction towards collections within museums; 
an example includes posts on Twitter and Facebook, providing academic information on finds from 
British Museum, and recorded on the Portable Antiquities Scheme. However, if social media isn’t 
available for certain people, or can’t be access by disabled people, then a new method of promotion 
needs to be considered. Audio recordings could be a solution through creation of podcasts, to promote 
the archaeological significance of the finds. The most ideal treasure collections held by museums are 
hoards. I evaluate potential ways by which audio recordings, including podcasts, might be used to 
convey information regarding hoards’ discoveries and significances within museum and digital settings 
beyond visual media. 
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