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20st August 2021 
 
Professor David Green OBE, Vice-Chancellor, University of Worcester 
Senior Executive Board, University of Worcester 
 
Dear Professor Green, 
 
I am writing in shock and dismay at the news that the University of Worcester is planning to 
close its highly-regarded and well-established Archaeology programmes, a decision that 
would threatens to end the careers of an exceptional team of academics at your institution 
and deny access to Archaeology to a host of communities and individuals. I urge you to please 
reconsider this decision in the light of the points I present below. 
 
As my own academic career has progressed since 1999 across posts at four successive UK HEIs, 
I have watched on impressed and envious at the sustained endeavours of Dr Jodie Lewis and 
her colleagues who have maintained and enhanced the University of Worcester’s Archaeology 
degree programmes. Moving from strength to strength, their work has benefitted not only 
your institution and the students taking the degrees, but through the employability and far-
ranging successes of graduates so too the wider economy and society has benefited also. In 
particular, Archaeology degrees at Worcester provide a much-needed access route to the 
subject outside the Russell Group and Worcester has been uniquely placed to contribute to 
the communities and heritage of the county and the West Midlands. Hence, it should come as 
no surprise to you that the University of Worcester’s Archaeology staff are highly regarded (as 
reflected, for example, in repeated impressive NSS scores) and their loss would be keenly felt 
across the UK and beyond. 
 
Archaeology is the best of subjects a University can offer, providing a firm foundation for any 
career path by providing a host of vocational and transferable skills. Archaeology programmes 
also provide an integral part of UK economy, culture and society by allowing students to 
explore, understand and critically evaluate the complexity of our human story through a rich 
range of sources, methods, techniques and theoretical frameworks. Archaeology programmes 
thus produce culturally sensitive, informed and adaptable, motivated and articulate citizens for 
our future society, fostering engagement with material culture and both the built and natural 
environment. Archaeology is particularly important for fostering social identities, 
responsibilities and communities as well as combating simplistic and false narratives about the 
human past which threaten to erode our civic and democratic society. In these and so many 
other regards, Archaeology is about our shared future as much as our shared past.1 
Worcester’s Archaeology programmes have long and successfully delivered in all these 
regards. 
 
Archaeology student numbers are projected to recover in coming years and the demand for 
archaeologists is burgeoning as the heritage sector, integral to the planning process, responds 
to the demands of the construction industry.2 You will also be aware of the huge economy 
                                                           
1 https://theconversation.com/six-reasons-to-save-archaeology-from-funding-cuts-161465 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-the-shortage-occupation-list-2020 



value of the heritage industry which in England alone was worth £31 billion in 2020.3 
Recognition of this was clearly behind the Education secretary Gavin Williamson’s u-turn on 
the proposal cut support to Archaeology courses in England earlier this year.4  
 
In this context, it seems particularly short-sighted to cease Worcester’s Archaeology provision 
at a time when the exceptional circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns 
continue to play out. Quite simply, even if there are identified challenges, this is surely not the 
time to make a rash decision to cease your institution’s long-standing Archaeology offer. 
 
To this end, I’ve signed and shared the ‘Save Worcester’s Archaeology department’ petition 
on change.org, which at the time of writing has already well over 3,000 signatures.5 I have also 
written a public statement on my Archaeodeath blog in defence of the University of 
Worcester’s archaeologists.6 I hope you recognise and reflect on the strength of high regard 
and support for your institution’s staff and students. 
 
In summary, I cannot believe you took this decision lightly. I recognise Archaeology is but one 
part of a rich portolio of degree programmes on offer by your institution. I realise the financial 
pressures UK HEIs all face. These factors notwithstanding, I hope you listen to this plea to 
consider alternative solutions that will allow your Archaeology staff and programmes to be 
retained for the benefit of your own institution and our wider society. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Professor Howard Williams BSc MA PhD FSA 
Professor of Archaeology, University of Chester 

                                                           
3 https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/news/englands-heritage-worth-31bn-to-economy-new-
report/#:~:text=England%27s%20Heritage%20Worth%20%C2%A331%20Billion%20To%20Economy%20Reveals
%20New%20Report,-Published%2023%20January 
4 https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/jul/20/funding-cuts-to-go-ahead-for-university-arts-courses-
in-england-despite-opposition 
5 https://www.change.org/p/university-of-worcester-save-worcester-s-archaeology-
department?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_30385362_en-
GB%3A4&recruiter=884171870&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_
petition 
6 https://howardwilliamsblog.wordpress.com/2021/08/19/save-worcester-archaeology/ 


